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Advocating for The Chamber's Top Priorities:

May 16-18, 2023

For additional information, contact Matthew Monica at mmonica@miamichamber.com + 1 954 483 4572  Updated 5/10/2023.

On May 16-18, 2023 a delegation of members from
the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 

will travel to Washington DC to advocate on behalf 
of the South Florida Business Community 

in our nation's Capital.

The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce will convene business and community
leaders during the 2023 Washington, D.C. Fly-in. Participants will advocate for the
Chamber's federal legislative priorities with elected officials and federal agencies
while they are in the nation's capital as part of the 118th Congressional Legislative
Session. 

The 118th Congress convened on January 3, 2023 and will conclude on January 3,
2025.
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Miami-Dade County will apply for funding through the USDOT’s Reconnecting Communities Program (RCP) in FY 2024. The
funding request is for $1.35 million in station area planning activities along the North Corridor as part of the SMART
Program.

Miami-Dade County also submitted a $1.35 million earmark request through Congresswoman Frederica Wilson for the same
North Corridor project for FY 2024. The request has been selected to advance through the appropriations process.

Economic Development

Support the long-term viability of the Homestead Air Reserve Base (HARB) mission by advocating that the Air Force should not
retire any fighter force structure before there are sufficient replacement F-35, F-15EX and NGAD aircraft due to the growing
INDOPACOM and EUCOM threats.

Transportation 

Support policies and funding that expand transit and mobility options for South Florida residents through the County’s SMART
Program.

Support policies and funding for the PortMiami NetZero: Cargo Mobility Optimization and Resiliency Project. Advocate for
inland port expansion.

Support policies and funding as part of the Environmental Protection Agency’s $4 billion investment into the Clean Ports and
Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle Programs, which are programs focus on zero-emission port trucks and other port upgrades to reduce
pollutants and improve air quality at U.S. ports.

Workforce Development and Education

Investigate opportunities for including language in the appropriations bill concerning the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act which would allow the Department of Labor Secretary to wave income eligibility levels for individuals
who are already living in areas designated as an Opportunity Zones.

Resiliency

Support greater investment in Everglades restoration, Biscayne Bay restoration, and sea level rise and Hurricane
Preparedness. 

           (Version: 5/15/2023)



PETER ENGLAND
CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF
SOUTH MIAMI-DADE, INC.

KATHLEEN FERGUSON
SENIOR ADVISOR
THE ROOSEVELT GROUP

JESSICA FERNANDEZ IBARRA
COMMITTEE VICE CHAIR
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MANAGER, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
SOUTH AREA
CROWN CASTLE

JOSE FUENTES
SENIOR GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
CONSULTANT
BECKER 

GERI GRIMES LEWIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF
SOUTH MIAMI-DADE, INC.

MOORE HALLMARK
VICE PRESIDENT & MANAGING DIRECTOR
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

JAKE JACOBS
DIRECTOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
U.S. SOUTHEAST
PMI GLOBAL SERVICES, INC.

DAVID LESSTRANG
WEST COAST UNIVERSITY

MATTHEW MONICA
VICE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

DAVID MUÑOZ
PRESIDENT & CEO
MUÑOZ MORTGAGE, LLC

2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY-IN 
DELEGATE ROSTER

TOMAS ALCALA
GOVERNMENTAL & COMMUNITY MANAGER 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

HERNAN ALBAMONTE
PUBLIC & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
SENIOR EXECUTIVE
PMI GLOBAL SERVICES, INC.

CATHY ALEXANDER
COMMITTEE CHAIR
SENIOR EXECUTIVE ORIENTATION
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, PRIVATE CLIENT
MANAGER
BANK OF AMERICA

RICK BEASLEY
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CAREERSOURCE SOUTH FLORIDA  

CARLOS BECERRA
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS -
WASHINGTON, D.C.
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

GIOVANNI CASTRO
COMMITTEE VICE CHAIR
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PUBLIC POLICY MANAGER
SOUTH REGION
UBER

ALEX DOMINGUEZ
COMMITTEE CHAIR, GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
STATE DIRECTOR
EXTERNAL & LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
AT&T

PHILIP DRUJAK
DIRECTOR OF FEDERAL AFFAIRS
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY D.C. OFFICE

ROBERTO MUÑOZ
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PRESIDENT, COO, CO-FOUNDER
ELITE FAMILY OFFICE/MASS MUTUAL

DEBRA OWENS
DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS &
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
PORTMIAMI

ALFRED SANCHEZ 
PRESIDENT & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

DONALD SLESNICK
COUNCIL CHAIR, MILITARY AFFAIRS
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MANAGING PARTNER
LAW OFFICES OF SLESNICK & CASEY

SUSAN SNYDER
VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNICATIONS
GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ANA SOTORRIO
PRESIDENT
AVIATION STRATEGIES & 
TRADE SOLUTIONS, INC

EDWARD STEINER
VICE PRESIDENT 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE & GOVERNMENTAL
RELATIONS
SANDLER, TRAVIS & ROSENBRG, P.A.

Gold Sponsor Silver Sponsors Bronze Sponsor Dinner
Sponsored by

Transportation
Provided by



 
The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce

Cordially invites you to a special Infrastructure Week
Legislative Reception

hosted by
 

Florida International University

Legislative Reception

Tuesday, May 16, 2023
 

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
 

FIU, Washington, D.C.
601 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, D.C.

2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY IN

Celebrate with the Sounds & Flavors of Miami:  Greater Miami Chamber of
Commerce Reception Celebrating Florida Appointees and Congressional Staffers



The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce
Cordially invites you to our Washington, D.C. Fly in Welcome Dinner

sponsored by
 

Sandler Travis & Rosenberg

Welcome Dinner

Wednesday, May 17, 2023
 

7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
 

Clyde's of Gallery Place
Conservatory Room
707 7th Street NW

 

2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY IN



2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY-IN SCHEDULE

 1:15 p.m.  

 1:30 p.m.  

 2:00 p.m.  

 2:15 p.m.

 2:30 p.m. 

 3:15 p.m. 

 4:30 p.m.  

 5:00 p.m.  

 6:00 p.m. 

 7:30 p.m. 

  
  

 

Travel to Washington, D.C.
Breakfast and Lunch on Your Own

Group Welcome & Briefing
Capitol Hill Hotel: 200 C Street SE

Depart for Capitol Hill Meeting

James Redstone, Majority Staff, House Appropriations Committee
2358B Rayburn House Office Building
(GMCC Group 2: Priority Issue Focus: Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Waiver)

EJ Valentine, Senator Rick Scott Office
110 Hart Senate Office Building
GMCC Group 1: Priority Issue Focus: HARB and Transportation Project Funding)

Depart for The Roosevelt Group

Legislative Briefing by Christopher Goode, Managing Partner
The Roosevelt Group, 200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
(Priority Issue Focus: Homestead Air Reserve Base)

Depart for Florida International University Briefing & Reception
FIU, Washington, D.C., 601 New Jersey Avenue NW

FIU Legislative Briefing
FIU, Washington, D.C., 601 New Jersey Avenue NW
Frontiers of Hurricane Research: Briefing on Advancements in Research, Technology & Experimental 
Facilities to Help Answer the Nation's Most Compelling Questions

FIU Legislative Reception
FIU, Washington, D.C., 601 New Jersey Avenue NW
Celebrate with the Sounds and Flavors of Miami: GMCC Reception celebrating Florida Appointees
and Congressional Staffers

Dinner on Your Own
Suggestions:

Old Ebbitt Grill                                                     Joe's Seafood, Prime Steak & Stone Crab
675 15th Street NW                                           750 15 Street NW

The Capital Grille                                                 The Monocle Restaurant
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW                          107 D Street NE

Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse                 Shelly's Back Room (Cigar Bar)
1101 Pennsylvania Avenue NW                         1331 F Street NW

Tuesday, May 16, 2023
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2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY-IN SCHEDULE
Wednesday, May 17, 2023

Continental Breakfast
Capitol Hill Hotel
200 C Street SE

Depart for U.S. Chamber of Commerce
1615 H Street NW
Entire GMCC Group

Legislative Briefing by U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Entire GMCC Group
Infrastructure Policy Update
     John Drake, VP Transportation, Infrastructure & Supply Chain Policy
Small Business Policy Outlook
     Tom Sullivan, VP Small Business Policy
Economic Forecast
     Curtis Dubay, Chief Economist Economic Policy
Federal Legislative Update
     Ron Eidshaug, VP & Chief of Staff

Large GMCC Group Departs for the White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
(Snack Opportunity On Your Own)
 
Small HARB Issue Group Depart for Pentagon Building
1400 Defense Pentagon

White House Meeting: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
(Entire GMCC Group; Priority Issue Focus: Transportation Project Funding)

Small HARB Issue Group Briefing with Lt. Gen. John Healy
1400 Defense Pentagon
Lt. Gen. Healy, Chief of Air Force Reserve

Depart for Capitol Hill

Lunch on Capitol Hill, Longworth Café Cafeteria
B-233 Longworth House Office Building

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart, District 26
374 Cannon House Office Building 
(GMCC Group 1; Priority Issue Focus: HARB & Transportation Project Funding)

Congresswoman Frederica Wilson, District 24
2080 Rayburn House Office Building 
(GMCC Group 2; Priority Issue Focus: HARB & Transportation Project Funding)

Congressman Carlos Gimenez, District 28
448 Cannon House Office Building
(Entire GMCC Group; Priority Issue Focus: HARB & Transportation Project Funding)

 8:00 a.m.  

 8:30 a.m.  
 

 
9:00 a.m.  

 
 

 

11:00 a.m.  

11:00 a.m.  

12:00 p.m.  

12:00 p.m.

 1:00 p.m.

  1:15 p.m. 

  2:00 p.m.

  2:00 p.m.

  3:00 p.m. 
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2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY-IN SCHEDULE

  4:00 p.m.

  4:30 p.m.

 5:00 p.m.

 6:30 p.m.

 7:00 p.m.  

  8:00 a.m.

  
  8:30 a.m.
 

  9:00 a.m. 

 

Congresswoman Maria Elvira Salazar, District 24
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
(GMCC Group 1; Priority Issue Focus: HARB and Transportation Project Funding)

Connor Tomlinson, Senator Marco Rubio's Office
284 Russell Senate Office Building 
(GMCC Group 2; Priority Issue Focus: HARB & Transportation Project Funding)

Return to Capitol Hill Hotel to Freshen Up for Dinner
Capitol Hill Hotel, 200 C Street SE

Depart for Clyde's of Gallery Place  
707 7th Street NW

GMCC Group Dinner Sponsored by Sandler, Travis & Rosenberg
Clyde's of Gallery Place, Conservatory Room
707 7th Street NW

Wednesday, May 18, 2023, Cont.

Continental Breakfast
Capitol Hill Hotel, 200 C Street SE

Depart for U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Legislative Briefing by the U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
(Entire GMCC Group; Priority Issue Focus: Transportation Project Funding)
Roger Bohnert
     Director, Office of Outreach, Build America Bureau
Ben Levine
     Special Advisor
     Office of Research & Technology / SMART Program Director
Stephen Goephert
     Special Advisor for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Implementation Operations
     Office of the Secretary
Vince Mantero
     Director, Office of Ports & Waterways Planning
     Maritime Administration (MARAD)
Landon Bailey
     Special Assistant, Office of Intergovernmental Relations
     Office of the Secretary
Raffi Freedman-Gurspan
     Deputy Director, Office of Public Engagement
     Office of the Secretary

Thursday, May 18, 2023
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2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY-IN SCHEDULE
Thursday, May 18, 2023, Cont. 

ENTIRE GMCC GROUP:
ROBERTO MUÑOZ - MEETING LEAD
ALEX DOMINGUEZ - PRIORITY OVERVIEW
ALFRED SANCHEZ - ISSUE BACKGROUND
GIOVANNI CASTRO - MEETING CLOSE

GROUP 1:
TOMAS ALCALA
CARLOS BECERRA
ALEX DOMINGUEZ - PRIORITY OVERVIEW
PHILIP DRUJAK
PETER ENGLAND
KATHLEEN FERGUSON
MOORE HALLMARK
DAVID MUÑOZ
ROBERTO MUÑOZ - MEETING LEAD
ALFRED SANCHEZ - MEETING CLOSE 
SUSAN SNYDER

GROUP 2:
CATHY ALEXANDER
RICK BEASLEY - MEETING LEAD
GIOVANNI CASTRO - PRIORITY OVERVIEW
JESSICA FERNANDEZ IBARRA
JOSE FUENTES 
GERI GRIMES LEWIS
DAVID LESSTRANG
MATTHEW MONICA - MEETING CLOSE
DEBRA OWENS
DONALD SLESNICK
ANA SOTORRIO
EDWARD STEINER

HARB ISSUE GROUP:
TOMAS ALCATA
PETER ENGLAND
KATHLEEN FERGUSON - PRIORITY OVERVIEW
LT. GEN. JAMES JACKSON (RET) - PRIORITY OVERVIEW
MATTHEW MONICA
ROBERTO MUÑOZ
ALFRED SANCHEZ - MEETING CLOSE
DONALD SLESNICK - MEETING LEAD
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U.S. Capitol Building Tour - Afternoon Group Event
Congressman Carlos Gimenez, District 28
448 Cannon House Office Building 

Small HARB Issue Group Depart for Pentagon Briefing
1400 Defense Pentagon

Small HARB Issue Group Briefing with Mr. Edwin Oshiba
1400 Defense Pentagon
Edwin Oshiba, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Energy, Installations & Environment

2023 Washington, D.C. Fly-In Concludes

Department of Homeland Security Legislative Briefing 
National Association of Counties, 660 North Capitol Street NW  (Entire GMCC Group)

 1:00 p.m.

 

2:45 p.m.

 3:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m.

Pending



2023 WASHINGTON, D.C. FLY-IN DETAILS
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 Open your app
 Tap "Account" on the bottom right 
 Tap Wallet
 Scroll down to "+ Add Promo Code"
 Enter code GMCCDC

Uber Transportation Code, Instructions, and Rules/Restrictions

Washington, D.C. Trip Code: GMCCDC

Steps to complete in order to use the code:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Rider must apply promo code GMCCDC [Maximum Discount of $25 per ride.] [Maximum of 5 rides per rider].

Discount/promo valid for ride(s) only that [begin/end] in Washington, D.C. USA and expires on 5/18/2023 at
11:00 p.m.  

To activate the promo code, apply it in the Uber app prior to requesting your ride. Discount does not apply to
[surcharges, government fees, tolls, or tips] and cannot be combined with other offers or discounts.

For accounts with multiple valid promo codes, the promo with the highest savings will automatically apply to a
rider's next trip.

One time use only. Offer is non-transferable. Offer and terms are subject to change.

Suggested Washington, D.C.  Restaurants

OLD EBBITT GRILL 
675 15TH STREET NW 

THE CAPITAL GRILLE
601 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW

FOGO DE CHAO BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE
1101 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW

JOE'S SEAFOOD, PRIME STEAK & STONE CRAB
750 15 STREET NW

THE MONOCLE RESTAURANT
107 D STREET NE

SHELLY'S BACK ROOM (CIGAR BAR)
1331 F STREET NW







For additional information contact Matthew Monica at +1 954 483 4572 mmonica@miamichamber.com

www.miamichamber.com


